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An independent mind...An independent mind...
This month, am I driving 
home for Christmas, or are 
we on the road to hell?

We’ve truly 
entered the !nal 
countdown to our 
big midwinter 
celebration of 
whatever it is 
we believe we’re 
celebrating at this 
time of year

NODDY HOLDER’S been screaming 
IT’S CHRISTMAS at us – in the 

shops and on the radio – for at least 
3 months now, so it must nearly 
be upon us. I even heard Michael 
Bublé’s dulcet (?) tones proclaiming 
that it’s beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas this morning, so we’ve 
truly entered the final countdown 
to our big midwinter celebration 
of whatever it is we believe we’re 
celebrating at this time of year. Yes, 
many of us may be driving home for 
Christmas – aye, there’s yet another 
musical theme developing here! – but 
it’s another Chris Rea song that’s 
actually triggered this, admi!edly 
tenuous, thought process in your 
trusty scriever’s wee heid this month 
as I reflect back on the year that was 
2025 – “The Road to Hell”…
Actually, “The Road to Hell” is two 
songs, parts 1 and 2, though I have to 
admit that I wasn’t actually aware of 
the existence of part 1 until last week 
when I heard it on the radio. Part 
2 was the one released as a single 

back in 1989, while part 1 preceded it on the Road to Hell 
album of the same year. So far, so interesting, or maybe 
not you’ll be the judges! But the musical education you 
get in this column is aff the charts!
Anyway, in this particular analogy, I see part 1 of the road 
to hell as kicking off with events in 1979 – the Sco!ish 
Devolution Referendum in the March and the subsequent 
election of the Thatcherite Tory government in the May. 
There will have been many, many previous examples of 
political gerrymandering in the self-proclaimed “mother of 
parliaments”, but the devolution referendum was the first 
that I was explicitly aware of. I can vividly remember being 
so excited to have the opportunity to vote for the return 
of at least some form of self-government to Scotland and, 
like many, viewed it as an important first step on what I 
hoped would be a short road to the re-establishment of full 
independence. I can also vividly recall the disappointment 
when the result was declared, a disappointment that 
instantaneously turned to sheer anger when I realised the 
circumstances and learned that we’d been undermined at 
the death by, nominally, “one of our own”...
Under the famously unwri!en-and-therefore-deliberately-
vague British constitution, political votes are traditionally 
decided by simple majority. Fearing the rise of the SNP, 
and a possible (or probable?) vote in favour of devolution, 
the Scots-born MP for Islington South and Finsbury, 
George Cunningham, introduced an amendment to the 
devolution bill that required at least 40% of the electorate 
to vote in favour in order to win – the first, and so far last, 
time that such a precondition had applied. This effectively 
meant that people who did not vote for whatever reason 
were counted as having voted “no”. On the day, 52% of the 
votes were “yes” – a simple majority in favour – but as this 
only represented 33% of the electorate then the result 
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of a financial genius, indeed one 
financial journalist has described 
that tax raid “as one of the three 
most seriously idiotic decisions by 
Chancellors I can recall”. Brown’s 
other revenue raising scheme 
was to sell off half of the UK’s gold 
reserves… when the price of gold 
was at a historic low point! To top 
it off, far from being the man who 
“saved the world economy” during the 
2008 financial crash, it was Brown’s 
misguided deregulation of the UK 
banking sector that helped to fuel 
that crash!
Blair’s recent re-emergence on the 
political scene should be of concern to 
us all, as the prospect of a war criminal 
being involved in any “plan” to “aid” 
the restructuring of Palestine is only 
the latest twist in a situation that is 
just about impossible for right-minded 
human beings to get their heads 
around. His two positive achievements 
in government were actually things 
he was forced into – the Sco!ish 
Devolution Referendum in 1997 and 
the Good Friday Agreement in 1998. 
There is compelling evidence that our 
referendum was brought about mainly 
through EU pressure on democracy 
within member states, and although 
Blair was widely credited with having 
“secured” peace in Northern Ireland 
I would be inclined to believe that 
the work, and behind-the-scenes 
influence, of the USA was the critical 
factor.
So, when are we ge!ing back to part 
2 of the road to hell, I hear you ask? I 
think we’re there now because, a#er 
the predictably awful return of the 
Tories with Cameron leading into 
the surreal banter years of Johnson 
et al., we’ve now been lumbered 
with another cabal of Thatcherites 
disguised in Labour red. In many 
ways, Keir Starmer may be even worse 
than the wicked witch of Grantham. 
Who would ever have thought that 
a man ostensibly leading the Labour 
Party would actually declare himself 
a fan of Thatcher? As reported by Sky 
News in 2023:

was declared as a victory for “no”! Understandably 
the SNP withdrew their tacit support for the fragile 
Labour government and Margaret Thatcher saw 
her opportunity, forcing the vote of no confidence 
which led to the May General Election only a ma!er 
of weeks later…
And so it began, part 1 of the road to hell, 
as Thatcher’s particularly virulent version 
of elitist conservatism swi#ly gathered 
pace. Starting from the premise that 
“there is no such thing as society” she 
immediately set about dismantling that 
very society, particularly in Scotland. 
Most of the problems facing us today 
can be directly traced back to her and her complete 
disregard for Scotland and for Scots. Her policies were 
responsible for the deindustrialisation of Scotland and 
our oil and gas revenues were siphoned off to support her 
obsession with developing a “service economy” centred 
around, funnily enough, London and the south of England.
Her steadfast, and completely misguided, belief in 
monetarism and neoliberalism and the “power of 
the markets” underpinned everything that she did. 
Privatisation of the public utilities was supposedly to 
improve the services to consumers and to offer “ordinary” 
people the opportunity to buy shares and to benefit from 
the increased profitability of those services. “Ordinary” 
people were to be given the opportunity to buy their 
council houses at a reduced rate to give them a greater 
sense of ownership and security and to increase their 
feeling of personal wealth. A Poll Tax would be introduced 
so that everyone would contribute equally and fairly 
to the provision of whatever public services remained, 
though this idea was to prove so controversial that it 
had to be “trialled” in Scotland first. We all know what 
happened next…
Privatisation led to huge profits being generated for 
shareholders, the vast majority of whom (surprise, 
surprise!) were not “ordinary” people but were actually 
spivs and speculators, and the services did not improve 
even though prices would steadily rise leading to even 
greater profits for those and such as those. The council 
house sell-off was a complete scam, designed to force 
“ordinary” people into taking out mortgages which meant 
they had a substantial financial commitment to meet 
every month and were therefore less likely to go on 
strike – this was a less obvious a!ack on the power of 
the unions, but arguably more successful than fighting 
pitched ba!les with miners, teachers, or anyone else who 
dared to believe in the collective. As for the Poll Tax… we 
really don’t have to go there.
Meanwhile, as the Tories moved ever-further to the right, 
in the background the Labour Party were abandoning 
their roots in the name of “modernisation”. Starting with 
Neil Kinnock and continuing with John Smith, their 
unstoppable rightward dri# led to Blair – jacket off, shirt 
sleeves up, “call me Tony” – a political child of Thatcher 
dressed up in Labour red. Ably assisted by Gordon Brown, 
this “New Labour” dream team continued the madness 
while somehow managing to dupe most of the electorate 
into thinking that things could only get be!er…
Brown has been lauded in many quarters for having a 
brilliant mind but I struggle to see any brilliance in his 
achievements. His “pension raid” initially brought some 
rewards to the Exchequer but the long-term impact has 
seen pension fund investment in UK shares reduce from 
around 50% in 1997 to 4% today – not exactly the action 
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the Tories of either hue, Reform, and the state of British 
democracy now and for the foreseeable future – I’m 
talking, of course about Malcolm Offord.
This particular millionaire first sprung into our 
consciousness when he launched the No Borders 
campaign in 2014 in support of a “no” vote in the 
referendum. He hung around in the background 
supporting the Tories until Alexander Boris de Pfeffel 
Johnson awarded him a peerage in 2021 solely so he 
could place him directly into his government, unelected, 
as the Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for 
Scotland. And now, presumably presciently peering 
into the future, The Lord Offord of Garvel says he will 
surrender his peerage so that he can stand for Holyrood 
in 5 months’ time as part of Farage’s gang of British 
nationalists in Scotland. The road to hell indeed.
Meanwhile, in continuing the long-standing tradition – 
over a century and counting! – of the Labour Party rolling 
back on its commitment to abolish the House of Lords, 
we read that Starmer is about to place 25 of his acolytes 
into the second chamber in order to bolster his support. 
I don’t know quite why Starmer feels the need to counter 
the influence of such Tory luminaries as Michael Gove and 
Alister Jack – both nominated this year by Rishi Sunak – as 
his politics appear to be identical in every way to theirs. 
The only way out of this spectacularly anti-democratic 
shitshow is to return an SNP-led pro-independence 
government to Holyrood in May and to immediately 
embark on whatever is the shortest possible route to 
the restoration of our independence. Because without 
that the road on which we’re about to be forced to travel 
is an extremely slippy slope bending ever rightwards. To 
paraphrase Chris Rea, take a look … this ain’t no upwardly 
mobile freeway, this is the road to hell!

Aside a that, Christmas is definitely coming, so, 
fae abody at iScot Magazine:

Nollaig Chridheil agus Bliadhna Mhath Ùr
A Blithe Yule an a Guid New Year

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
Lang may yer lum reek – Saor Alba Gu Bràth!

… the comments that have a!racted 
the most a!ention were the Labour 
leader’s praise of the late Baroness 

Thatcher, whom he said effected 
“meaningful change” in the UK as 

she “sought to drag Britain out of its 
stupor by se!ing loose our natural 

entrepreneurialism” during her 11 years 
in Downing Street.

To be fair, that may be one of the few 
occasions on which Starmer has 
actually been honest with us, even 
if it would have his namesake, Keir 
Hardie, spinning in his grave at the 
abandonment of socialist principles! 
The only other time that I think 
Starmer has let his guard down and 
spoken the truth is when he recently 
declared that:

My government has always placed 
Scotland at the heart of every 

decision it makes. That is what I 
promised and that is what I am 

delivering, because Scots are in my 
mind’s eye every single time.

I can sense your incredulity, dear 
reader, that I believe that statement 
to be true, so please let me explain. 
I have absolutely no doubt that 
Scotland and Scots are front and 
centre of every thought and decision 
that Starmer makes because I believe 
the same was true of Thatcher, Blair, 
Johnson, and every other colonial 
ruler who has raped and pillaged our 
nation and our citizens over the last 
50+ years. They’ve stolen our North 
Sea oil and gas revenues to underpin 
the regeneration of England and the 
funding of their neoliberal projects, so 
of course they’ve thought about us. 
Every. Single. Time. Just not in a good 
way. They’ve marvelled at how we were 
willing to return shedloads of Labour 
MPs for decades to bolster their 
ranks and be roundly ignored. They’ve 
congratulated themselves on “ge!ing 
away with one” when enough of us 
swallowed the lies of Be!er Together 
and turned down the opportunity to 
truly take back our control in 2014. And 
they’re absolutely we!ing themselves 
that enough of us were stupid enough 
to give them another chance in 2024!
But the road to hell is about to 
get a whole lot worse, as Starmer, 
Reeves, and all the other chancers 
supporting them are merely laying the 
groundwork for the next bit of English 
shape-shi#ing, a truly fascist Farage-
led parliament elected by English and 
British nationalists who somehow 
seem to think that Farage is some 
sort of man of the people despite all 
of the evidence to the contrary over 
too many years. The latest “big-name” 
defection tells you all you need to 
know about the state of Westminster, 
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