
This month, I’m a threat to 
national security, apparently, 

but to which nation?

!e fact that 
they’re now 
increasingly 
"ghting with us 
shows that we 
must be moving 
inexorably 
towards that 
inevitable 
conclusion – the 
one in which we 
win

OFTEN MISATTRIBUTED to Ghandi, 
there’s a famous old quote that 

explains that “the sun never set on 
the British Empire because even 
God couldn’t trust the Englishman 
in the dark”! Wee Doogie Alexander 
and Anas Sarwar et al. may not be 
Englishmen, however, as “proud Scots 
but” – aka rabid unionists – they are 
continuing to enhance their track 
record of not being trustworthy 
whatever the lighting conditions…
Yes, in coordinated a!acks that would 
appear to signal that the starting 
gun for Holyrood 2026 has well and 
truly been fired, the SNP and the 
Sco!ish Government have been 
designated as “threatening national 
security”. This outrageous charge 
has been levelled at both the party 
and the Government, apparently, 
because our democratically elected 
representatives and our national 
government are opposed to both 
nuclear weapons and nuclear 
energy. Watch out for this particular 
a!ack line to develop, and for the 
spurious “nuclear” justification to 
be stretched in whichever way suits 
their British/English Establishment 

agenda, as it has before. Remember the 2014 claims that 
an independent Scotland would be at threat from outer 
space, or more recent assertions that Iran and Russia 
are actively engaged in promoting the cause of Sco!ish 
independence?
A more acknowledged Ghandi quote, though it may 
actually be paraphrased, is that, when considering the 
actions of a colonial power, “first they ignore you, then 
they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win”. Well, 
we’ve been ignored and laughed at for years, centuries 
even, so the fact that they’re now increasingly fighting 
with us shows that we must be moving inexorably towards 
that inevitable conclusion – the one in which we win. As a 
very good friend of mine is fond of saying, “the tide is only 
flowing one way”.
But, to keep the quotes and clichés going, “time and 
tide wait for no man”, and as the Proclaimers famously 
said, “we always wait too long”, so we really do need tae 
get wir collective fingers oot! Unlike many of our more 
reactionary commentators, on first glance, at least, I find 
the recently unveiled “timeline” from Believe in Scotland 
(BiS) to be hugely encouraging. Of course, we all want 
our independence restored yesterday but, as has been 
well discussed and documented in this magazine and 
elsewhere, the open goal opportunities of the last decade 
were all missed and so, to quote another cliché or truism, 
“we are where we are”.
And where we are is facing a looming Holyrood election 
in which we simply have to return a pro-independence 
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throwing their collective weight 
behind their millionaire chum 
Farage, it is entirely possible that 
Westminster will be up for grabs 
before 2029… and that’s why we have 
to prepare faster than either the SNP 
or BiS seem to think. But first things 
first. Let’s ensure a pro-independence 
majority at Holyrood by voting 
SNP on the constituency vote, and 
your preference of independence-
supporting candidate on the list – 
whichever seems most likely to win 
in your region would be my advice. 
Next, let’s use whatever resources 
we have to get the groundwork for 
our independence infrastructure in 
place – there are off-the-shelf plans 
available from a range of bodies to 
hit the ground running with this, 
not only BiS but also Common 
Weal, the Sco!ish Currency Group, 
Constitution for Scotland, Salvo, 
Liberation Scotland, and others.
Ge!ing all of that in place will ensure 
our national security, the national 
security of our nation, Scotland, as 
we prepare for the restoration of our 
national sovereignty. If the British/
English Establishment think it’s only 
the SNP that are a threat to their 
national security, then they’re not 
paying a!ention – all independistas 
are a threat to the UK because, 
notwithstanding the fact that the 
UK isn’t actually a nation, it’s not 
our nation! I wonder if Vlad cracks a 
wry smile every month when iScot 
Magazine drops through the le!erbox 
at 1 Vozdvizhenka Street…

government or independence will simply disappear from 
the agenda for at least another five years. I was confused 
when BiS and SNP signed a “partnership agreement” in the 
same week as John Swinney rea#rmed his commitment 
to the “both votes SNP” mantra that BiS had publicly 
rejected in favour of the “SNP 1 / Any independence 
candidate 2” strategy, in line with many pro-independence 
groups and, in particular, the Alba party. But, having read 
the BiS outline, I can see a logic to what they’re proposing 
and I agree, reluctantly, that the Sco!ish electorate are 
just not ready for a plebiscite election next year, though a 
lot of the blame for that lies squarely with the SNP in not 
following through on previous promises.
The BiS timeframe, which includes a lot of “ifs”, 
presupposes an SNP-led Sco!ish Government and a 
Plaid Cymru-led Welsh Senedd in May next year. What 
BiS then describes as a “tipping point” is if a Sinn Fein-
led Northern Ireland Assembly is elected in May 2027, 
allowing them to demand an all-Ireland Unification 
Referendum as part of the Good Friday Agreement. I 
don’t intend to reproduce all of the BiS thinking here, 
but so far so plausible. If Scotland doesn’t somehow 
arrange a referendum before the next Westminster 
election in 2029 – spoiler, we won’t! – then we will have 
to use all of that momentum to ensure that election is a 
plebiscite, and to declare our withdrawal from the Union 
immediately a$erwards. The BiS argument places our 
“o#cial” Independence Day as 1 January 2031 – I believe 
it can be earlier, and I really think it has to be earlier for all 
of our sakes. But we know only too well the glacial pace 
that our politicians seem to move at, and the obstacles 
that Westminster will put in place even when they have 
“accepted” that we’re offski, and that’s what makes me 
think that this timescale has a fair degree of logic, and 
achievability, behind it. On the other hand, the best laid 
plans o mice an men, and all that…
World events can still throw up unexpected opportunities 
as well as threats, and we have to be able to take 
advantage wherever possible. With Starmer seemingly 
circling the plughole and the fascist rump of the Tories 
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